By Jack Limpert
n 1964, Karl Meyer, a writer for the
Washingtorn Post, sclecied a power clite
of Washington journalism for Esquire mag-
azine. [t was a good list for its time, and
it provides a convenient jumping-off point
for exploring today who has press pewer and
how journalism is changing in Washington.
Meyer's article concentrated on the organi-
zations important to Washington journalism,
focusing mostly on the National Press Club
and the Gridiron Club., The truth today is
that none of the organizations is important:
The National Press Club is a white-clephant
-luncheon club patronized by pubtic-relations
types and very few of Washington's top jour-
nalists; the Gridiron Club membership of
the so-called 30 top reporters has more
seniority and pomposity than quality.

One informal organization that does mat-
ter is Godfrey Sperling’s breakfast group:
Several times a week it brings together about
two dozen of the city's best reporters and
newsmakers like George Schultz, Tugh
Scott, or George McGovern, Not as signifi-
cant but more fun is the wryvly named Polia-

“cal Writers for a Democratic Suciety, started

by Jack Germond, Jules Witcover, and
several other political reporters. Tt meets in
the evening at somcone’s home and nvites
the political guest for dinner and drinks. The
emphasisison the drinks, and the night pres-
idential candidate Fd Muskic appeared he
displaved his fatal twin tendencies to drink
too much and to lose his temper.

Otherwise, there really was not much
Jnsight or interest in Meyer's picee. In fact,
when you ask Washington journalists if any-
thing worthwhile has been written on the
Washington press corps, vou get mostly
Llank looks, with some references to articles
by Ben Bagdikian or Jules Witcover in the
Columbia Journalism Review,

So on to what was interesting in Mever's
article—his Hst of the 1964 Washington jour-
nalism poseer cliter ] Russel! ‘\\'igg‘ins‘
cditor, Washington Post; AHred Triendly,
wanaging editor, Washington Post; erblocek,
cartoonist,  Washingron  Post;  Benjamin
McK-:hv;ny.. editorial chairman, Keening Star;
Newhold Noyes, editor, Evening Star; Mary
MeGravy, columuist, Kiy
Beale, columnist, lf:'miz(?

Star; un-
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commentator, New York Times; James
Reston, chicf Washington correspondent,
New York Times; Walter Lippmann, colum-
nist; Roscoe Drummeond, columnist; Joseph
Alsop, columnist; William §. White, colum-
nist; Rowland Frvans and Robert Novak, col-
umnists; Drew Pearson, columnist; Doris
Fleeson, columnist; Marquis Childs, colum-
nist; Marguerite [ liggins, columnist; Charles
Bartlett, columnist; Richard Wilson, colum-
nist; John Ierling, columnist David
Brinkley, anchorman, NBC-TV; Toward
K. Smith, news analyst, ABC-TV; Edward
P. Morgan, columnist and radio commen-
tator; David Lawrence, columnist and
cditor, U.S. News and World Report; John
Steele, bureaun chief, 77me magazine; Benja-
min  Bradlee, Dbureau «chief, Newsweek
magazine: Kenneth Crawford, columnist,
Newsweeek magazine; Richard Rovere, cor-
respondent, The New Yorker magazine:
Fletcher  Knebel,  correspondent,  Look
magazine;  Stewart Alsop,  Washington
editor, Saturday Fwening  Post;  Werner
Imhoot,  correspondent,  Newe Zuercher
Zeitung; llenry Brandon, correspondent,
London Sunday Times; Louis Heren, cor-
respondent,  Lomdon Times: Adalbert de
Segonzac, correspondent, France-Soir; Jim
Lucas, columnist and reporter, Scripps-
Howard newspapers; Peter Lisagor, cor-
respondent,  Chicago Daily  News: Sidney
Hyman, free-tance writer: Richard Strout,
columnist (TRBYin the New Republic and cor-
respondent, Christian Science Monitor; Fdwin
Lahey, bureau chicl, Anight Newwspapers;
Mark Watson, bureau chief, Baltiniore Sun;
Walter  ‘Trohan, burcau  chief,  Chicago
Tribune; Robert Donovan, bureau chiet, Loy
Angefes Times; Bascom Timmons, burcau
chiel, Houston Chronicle and other news-
papers: and  Alen Ouen, reporter, Wall
Street Journal.

The One-Eved King

Today's journalism power clite is changed
most dramaticalty by wlevisions there now
are cleven network tefevision peaple on the
list, compared to nwo in 1964, David Brink-
ley of NBC-TN and Howard K. Smith of
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tions are the pundit, Frie Seva-
reid, who scemed Lvelior on radio but s
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nestions,

more powerful on television; Roger Mudd,
considered by his peers the best television
reporter in Washington and the heirapparent
to CBS-TY anchorman Walter Cronkites
Dan Rather, the aggressive White Houase
reporter for CBS-TV who eventually will
end up as some network’s anchormans and
Marvin Kalb, the smaooth CBS-TY dip-
fomatic correspondent who knows how to
play the wlephone widh Tenry Kissingerand
then pet the message across to the \merican
people. Not so obwions: Bill Monroce, w ho
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by thousands of the city’s intluentials over




